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AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 

UNCLAS BUCHAREST 2275 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, BEXP, RO 

SUBJECT: CROP OUTLOOK IN ROMANIA 

1. HOT WEATHER THAT SET IN THROUGHOUT COUNTRY IN SECOND 
WEEK OF MAY AFTER THREE WEEKS OF STEADY RAINS HAS BEEN 
GREETED WITH RELIEF BY WORRIED MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICIALS, EMBARRASSED OVER FALLING PRODUCTION RATES IN 
RECENT YEARS IN WHAT HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN THE MAINSTAY 
OF THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY. 

2. THE CROP YEAR BEGAN IN OMINOUS FASHION. A MILD AND 
SUNNY WINTER DEPLETED MOISTURE CONTENT OF SOILS. WORSE 
THAN THAT, THE NEGLIGIBLE AMOUNTS OF SNOW THAT FELL IN 
MOST AREAS DEPRIVED THE EARTH OF COVER AND WATER DURING 
THE THAWING SEASON. BY EARLY APRIL, TALK OF DROUGHT 

WAS BEING HEARD. THE SPARSE QUANTITIES OF WATER IN 
IRRIGATION RESERVOIRS SUGGESTED WHAT WAS TO COME. THE 
BELATED RAINFALL IN APRIL THEREFORE WAS A PROVIDENTIAL 
EVENT. PREDICTED FOR THE MIDDLE PORTION OF THE MONTH, 
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THE RAINS CONTINUED WELL INTO MAY. ACCORDING TO 
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"ROMANIA LIBERA," AN AVERAGE OF 70 LITERS PER SQUARE 
METERS OF RAIN HAD FALLEN BY MAY 4, COMPARED TO THE 
ANNUAL AVERAGE OF 45-50 LITERS PER SQUARE METER. 

SCATTERED RAINS HAVE CONTINUED SINCE THEN, PARTICULARLY 
IN MOLDAVIA, WHERE SOIL MOISTURE STILL REACHES ONLY 80 PERCENT 
OF REQUIREMENTS, THUS NECESSITATING SUPPLEMENTARY WATER- 
ING. CONSIDERING THAT MUCH OF THE WHEAT LAND IS TO BE 
FOUND IN THAT PART OF THE COUNTRY, THE AUTHORITIES' 

INSISTENCE THAT THE LEVEL OF MOISTURE AT THE DEPTH OF 
80 CENTIMETERS BE GUAGED CAREFULLY IS UNDERSTANDABLE. 

ALSO SHORT OF DESIRED WATER LEVELS IS DOBROGEA PROVINCE, 

BUT THE PHENOMENON IS SO COMMOR THERE THAT IT HAS 
BECOME AN ACCEPTED THING. 

3. THE PREMATURE ARRIVAL OF SPRING, UNACCOMPANIED BY 
RAINS, CAUSED THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE TO CAMPAIGN 
FOR A PLANTING SEASON ENDING BY MAY 1 IN THE CASE OF 
CORN- THE COUNTRY'S BELLWETHER CROP. JUSTIFICATION 
WAS GIVEN IN THE FORM OF SOIL AND AIR TERPERATURES, 

WHICH BY APRIL 12 HAD REACHED, IN THE CASE OF SOIL, 

14-15 DEGREES CENTIGRADE IN DOBROGEA, BARAGAN, AND 
SOUTH MOLDAVIA; AND 10-14 DEGREES CENTIGRADE IN 
OLTENIA AND TRANSYLVANIA; WHILE AIR TEMPERATURES 
VARIED BETWEEN 

13-21 DEGREES CENTIGRADE (IN ROMANIA, 

OPTIMUM TEMPERATURE FOR PLANTING CORN IS CONSIDERED 
8-10 DEGREES CENTIGRADE SOIL TEMPERATURE). THE RAINS 
IN APRIL CAUSED SOME DIFFICULTY IN MOVING AGRICULTURAL 
EQUIPMENT, BUT BY THE END OF THE MONTH THE COOPERATIVE 
SYSTEM WAS ABLE TO REPORT 1.873 MILLION HECTARES PLANTED 
TO CORN WHILE THE STATE FARM STRUCTURE HAD PLANTED 
.546 MILLION HECTARES. SINCE IN BOTH CASES THE 
PLANTED AREAS SURPASS 90PERCENT OF THE LAND ALLOTTED TO 
CORN, THE MINISTRY EFFORTS CAN BE ADJUDGED A SUCCESS. 

4. THE AUTHORITIES HOPE NOW FOR HOT WEATHER TO LAST 
THROUGH MAY, TO BE FOLLOWED THEN BY LIGHT SHOWERS 
THROUGH MID JUNE. WITH THE TARGET FOR CORN PRODUCTION 
THIS YEAR HAVING BEEN SET AT 1 1.5 MILLION MT (1974 
PRODUCTION: 6.9 MILLION MT; RECORD PRODUCTION: 1972: 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BUCHAR 02275 271805Z 

9.8 MILLION MT), EVERYONE CONCERNED IS CONSCIOUS THAT 
ADVANTAGEOUS TREATMENT FROM NATURE IS NEEDED IF GOALS 
ARE TO BE MET. 
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